
UNITED STATES DEPARTMEIXTT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Offices 

Address COMMISSIONER OF PATEWTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. D.C. 20231 |^ 



APPUCATlON NUMBER 



FlUNG DATE 



FIRST NAMED APPUCANT 



I 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 



This is a communication from the examiner in charge of this application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herBwith {or 
prLS 1^^^^ a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be m.led .n duo cou^e, THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from .ssue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1313 and . / ^ ^ 

This communication is responsive Xo ^±M^ /^^ - 

l^The allowed c!aim(s) is/are O f f^L-- ~ ~ ' 

□ The drawings filed on acceptable as fomnal drawings. 

^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U-S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

□ ah DSome* ^ None of the: 
"^Ccertified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



I I uenmeo copies ui me jjiiuiuy vj»^<-u...^...v^ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 



'Certified copies not received: ^ 

□ Acl<nowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

ADDlicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with requirements noted 
below Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
P OR SUBMITTING N E W ^ FORMAL °" °^ Ul^ r ™ ri Tlllll ^m- )" ' ^ " " "^"''^ ^^''^ 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-1 52. which discloses that 
the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECUVRATION IS REQUIRED. 

□ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be infonnal. 

□ including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been approved 

by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of Paper No 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPUCATlON NUMBER JS^'^^ CODE/SE^^^ If 
Sliest has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Infomiation Disclosure Statements), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s). _ 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application, PTd 52 
(nten/iew Summary, PTO-413 

]^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

□ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for the Deposit of Biological Material 

□ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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EXAMINERS S AMENDMENT 



In accordance with a telephone conversation on January 29, 



2004 with Mr. Dort for the applicant, the following changes were 
agreed upon to place the case in condition for allowance. 

In claim 2, line 3, "a" has been changed to --an--. In 
lines 7 and 8, the phrase "to facilitate maintaining" has been 
deleted and the phrase --so as to maintain-- has been substituted 
therefor. In line 9, "approximately" has been changed to 
--about-- . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Wayne A. 
Langel whose telephone number is (571) 272-1353. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley Silverman, can 
be reached on (571) 272-1358. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-0994. 



January 29, 2 0 04 



WAL : cdc 




